Press Release
27t September 2016
Leading NGOs Call for Increased Investment in Home Care in Budget 2017

A group of Ireland’s leading not for profit organisations and campaigners came together
today to call for increased investment in home care in Budget 2017.

The majority of people coping with the effects of ill health and disability, which includes a
large number of older people and people with chronic and long-term progressive illnesses,
want to remain living in their own homes, and to die at home if that is their wish. As a
society we are failing to provide these people with the support they need.

Home care is often seen and used as a solution to the hospital crises, but it should be seen
as an integral part of long-term care in its own right.

The difference that appropriate home care can make to a family cannot be underestimated -
- it can support people to live well in the community, to stay out of hospital and long-term
residential care, and to remain in their own homes with their families throughout their lives.

Home care is also vital in supporting Ireland’s 200,000 family carers, who provide the vast
majority of care for people at home. The system relies heavily on these carers who provide
nearly €4bn worth of care every year and who need our support.

Research recently published by the School of Social Policy, Social Work and Social Justice in
UCD, Age Action, The Alzheimer Society of Ireland and the Irish Association of Social
Workers found that more than half of older people could remain in their own homes instead
of going into long-term care if more home support services were available.

The report also showed that a multiple of resources are being invested in long-term care
rather than in community-based care, despite the fact that Government policy is to support
people to remain at home.

Our ageing population requires a significant annual increase in home care support. The cuts
to home care provision over the years have not been restored to the levels required to keep
pace with the significant ageing demographics. Provision needs to increase by 4% per year
to merely keep pace with these pressures. Research from Care Alliance Ireland suggests an
ongoing deficit of 1.6m home care hours in 2016.

This group is calling on the Government to urgently increase investment in home care in
Budget 2017 so that people can remain living in their own homes for as long as possible.

This call is supported by the following organisations:
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For more information please contact:

Peter Kavanagh, Head of Communications & Public Affairs, Active Retirement Ireland:
0858056795 / peter@activeirl.ie

Justin Moran, Head of Advocacy and Communications, Age Action Ireland: 0879682449



Sean Moynihan, Chief Executive Officer, ALONE: 01-679 1032 / 0863852388

Tina Leonard, Head of Advocacy & Public Affairs, The Alzheimer Society of Ireland:
0872243004 / tina.leonard@alzheimer.ie

Liam O'Sullivan, Executive Director, Care Alliance Ireland: 0872073265 / ndo@carealliance.ie

Catherine Cox, Head of Communications, Family Carers Ireland: 0868521611 /
ccox@familycarers.ie

Cliona Loughnane, Policy and Research Manager, Irish Heart Foundation: 01-6685001 /
0860769566

Marie Lynch, Head of Healthcare Programmes, Irish Hospice Foundation: 01-6793188 /
0878263950

Harriet Doig, Information, Advocacy and Research Officer, MS Ireland: 0864134265

Mervyn Taylor, Manager, SAGE: 0868227998



